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Spartanburg Youth Theatre Production. 
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Dear Teachers,
We are so excited to present Grace for President for 
the schools in Spartanburg and surrounding counties. 
Enclosed in this Enrichment Guide, you will find curriculum 
materials and activities that you can use in your classrooms before and after attending the performance. 
Please feel free to adapt any of these activities to fit the needs of your students.

Thank you so much for supporting the arts in your classrooms. Please do not hesistate to call or email with 
any questions or concerns. 

Adam Sanders
Director of the Spartanburg Youth Theatre
(864) 583-4891
asanders@spartanarts.org

AT THE THE ATER
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CONTACT
Spartanburg Little Theatre: (864) 585-8272
Spartanburg Youth Theatre: (864) 583-4891
The Chapman Cultural Center: (864) 542-ARTS



WELCOME TO THE 
CHAPMAN CULTURAL CENTER

The Chapman Cultural Center 
brings together Spartanburg’s 
visual and performing arts in 
a beautiful 85,000 square-foot 
campus. At the heart of the 
complex is the 500-seat theater. 

Patrons enter the theater through 
an exterior courtyard plaza, 
enclosed by the facility’s three 
buildings, through a columned 
portico, and into the Center’s main 
lobby. Large windows overlooking 

the plaza, patterned terrazzo 
floors, and a pair of open stairways 
create an elegant setting for large 
gatherings, as well as community 
or private events.

Following the tradition of great 
performance spaces, such as 
Carnegie Hall, the theater itself is a 
classic horseshoe-shaped design. 
The shape creates an intimate 
theatre experience for patrons 
sitting on both levels. Each seat 

has an excellent view of the stage, 
and the design of the room allows 
patrons to see each other from the 
side parterres and balcony. The 
architectural design of the theater 
is defined by the horseshoe 
geometry with curving parterre, 
balcony fronts, and a stepped 
circular ceiling with a detailed 
stenciled pattern crowned with a 
stained glass skylight.
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THIS BOOKLET
was written and designed 

by Jana Brunken and Callie Dean. 

Contact them by email at
 jana.brunken@gmail.com 
to discuss your curriculum 

development needs.



DID YOU KNOW??
The first actors were from ancient Greece. 
They wore masks to show their emotions. 
Today we use comedy and tragedy masks 
as a symbol for theatre.

STAGE POLICIES
• The use of recording equipment and cameras is not permitted during the performance.

• Electronic devices are not permitted.

• Should a student become ill, suffer an injury, or have another problem, please escort him or her out 
of the theater.

• In the unlikely event of a general emergency, the house lights will come on, and a SYT or Chapman 
Center employee will come on stage and inform the audience of the problem. Remain in your seats 
and wait for further instructions.

• Please find your seats prior to going to the restroom.

If you have special needs for any student(s) and did not indicate your needs when you ordered tickets, 
please call SYT director, Adam Sanders, at (864) 583-4891.

THEATRE ETIQUETTE
• Stay with your group at all times and pay 

attention to your teachers and chaperones.

• Find your seat in the theater before going 
to the bathroom or getting a drink of water.

• Make yourself comfortable while keeping 
movement to a minimum.

• Please do not stand up, walk around, or put 
your feet on the seat in front of you.

• No chewing gum, eating, or drinking in the 
theater. No backpacks, cameras, or electronic devices 
are permitted in the theater.

• Feel free to talk quietly in your seats before the show.

• Show your appreciation by clapping for the actors at 
the end of the play.

• After the lights come back up, wait for the ushers to 
escort your group out of the theater.

Watching a live performance on a stage is different from viewing a 
film at a movie theater. Remember, the actors on stage can see and 
hear you at the same time you can see and hear them.

https://flic.kr/p/6eUVGf
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MUSICAL THEATRE VOCABULARY

• Actor – a person who acts in stage plays, motion pictures, television broadcasts, etc.

• Author – a person who writes a book or literary work. 

• Bookwriter – a person who writes the talking scenes in the show which tell the story. This dialogue must 
fit between the songs and make the songs fit together.

• Choreographer – a person who helps the director stage the play, by creating and teaching the dances 
and movements that help to tell the story.

• Composer – a person who writes the musical “score”—all the musical notes that create the songs that 
you hear, including the orchestration.

• Creative Team – the team of creative artists who work together to create a musical.

• Director – a person who is responsible for creating the world of the play. He or she interprets the play 
and helps everyone on the creative team agree on the choices made in collaboration with the designers 
and actors.

• Drama – a composition presenting a story in dialogue, usually acted out on the stage. 

• Illustrator – a person who creates drawings or pictures intended for education or adornment.

• Lyricist – a person who writes the words to the song. Often the composer is also the lyricist; sometimes 
the bookwriter is the lyricist.

• Music Director – a person who is responsible for teaching the music and helping the singers interpret 
the composer’s work. The way the ensemble sounds is the responsibility of the musical director.

• Musical – a play or motion picture in which the story line is interspersed with or developed by songs 
and dances.

• Orchestrate – to compose or arrange music for performance by an orchestra. 

• Play – a dramatic performance taking place on a stage.

• Props – items/objects used by actors in a play.

• Role – a part or character played by an actor or actress.

• Stage – the platform on which the actors perform in a theater.
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Break a leg!

Although the origin of the saying is unknown, well-wishers typically say 
“break a leg” to actors to wish them luck before they go on stage to perform. 
In the theatre, wishing a person “good luck” is actually considered bad luck. 



MEET THE PLAYWRIGHT/COMPOSER
Adapted from https://www.joancushing.com/bio.html

MEET THE AUTHOR 
Adapted from http://www.kellydipucchio.com/about.html

Kelly DiPucchio is the award-winning author of several children’s 
books, thousands of to-do lists, and a few recipe cards. Two of her 
books, Grace For President and The Sandwich Swap, were New York 
Times bestsellers.
 
Like most kids who grew up in the 1970s, Kelly had a pet goat and 
bought all her clothes from the Sears catalog. Like most teenagers 
who grew up in the 1980s, Kelly had really big glasses and feathered 
hair. 

Today, Kelly lives with her husband and three children in southeastern 
Michigan, where she enjoys writing just about everything except her 
own bio.

Joan Cushing, a former elementary school teacher and 
cabaret performer, is best known for her political satirical 
revue Mrs. Foggybottom & Friends, which opened in 
1986 at New Playwrights Theatre, and moved to the 
Omni-Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C., where it ran 
for ten hit years and four years on the road, including 
performances at Don’t Tell Mama and The Triad in NYC. 
Also in New York, she performed her solo nightclub act 
Lady Sings the News! at the Ballroom, filling in for Blossom 
Dearie, appeared in Gary Trudeau’s Tanner for President 
series on HBO, directed by Robert Altman, and studied 
musical theatre writing at the BMI Musical Theatre 
Workshop with Lehman Engel and Maury Yeston. 

She has written musicals for adults and has adapted 
sixteen popular children's books as musicals, receiving 
over 400 productions and five national tours. According 
to TYA Magazine, she is “the most produced playwright 
in children's theatre,” and Miss Nelson Is Missing! is “the 
most produced play.” 

"I am learning something new. My vote counts."
-Sam6

THE PL AY

http://www.tft.ucla.edu/2015/01/shelly-markham-2/ 


PLOT SUMMARY

Adapted from https://www.ctcharlotte.org/ArticleMedia/Files/
StudyGuides/Grace%20for%20President%20Study%20Guide.pdf

When Mrs. Barrington rolls out a poster displaying all the U.S. presidents’ 
portraits, the observing and bold Grace Campbell asks, “Where are the 
GIRLS?” She knows she can’t change the past, but she can change the 
future. So Grace decides she’d like to be class president. 

No one in her class is interested in running against Grace, so Mrs. 
Barrington invites Mr. Waller’s third-grade class across the hall to join 
in the election, and it nominates Thomas to be its candidate. Thomas 
convinces the classes to vote for him by bragging about all the awards 
he has won, and Grace feels badly because she doesn’t have all the 
accomplishments he has. Mrs. Barrington reminds Grace even though 
she doesn’t have awards, she’s a kind person who is respected by the 
others in her class. 

The teachers divide the class into states, giving each student the same number of votes they would get 
in the Electoral College. The first candidate to reach 270 votes will win! The campaigns begin as each 
candidate is asked about the issues facing the school— bullies, littering, and math tutors. As the campaign 
continues, the girls begin to support Grace, and the boys support Thomas. Sam is stuck in the middle. He 
wants to vote for the best person, but Thomas tells Sam, “Boys stick together.” 

On election day, Sam casts the final vote for the state of Wyoming, "The Equality State," to decide the 
winner: Grace! As class president, she reaches across the aisle for Thomas to be her vice president, and he 
agrees. Grace then sets her sights on campaigning for her next big election . . . running for president of the 
United States!
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SEND SNAIL MAIL
Students may wish to write letters to the cast 
of Grace for President with their thoughts and 
comments on the production.

All correspondence should be sent to:
The Spartanburg Youth Theatre
200 E. Saint John St.
Spartanburg, SC 29306

"We made history today. And I paved the way."
-Grace
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Before our actors take the stage in Grace for President, we would like to thank our season sponsors and 
community partners. We couldn’t put on these performances without them. 

Platinum Sponsors

Pediatric Associates-Spartanburg, part of Greenville Health System, offers a full range of healthcare needs 
for your children. From well-checks to sick visits, our goal is to offer you and your family the most current 
medical information and care available. For more information (hours, locations, and a complete list of 
services), visit www.ghschildrens.org/pediatric-associates-spartanburg.php.

Denny's is America's diner. This is where guests have come for over sixty years 
now to sit back, relax and enjoy delicious, hearty meals 24/7, every day of the year. 
If you’re feeling hungry, we highly recommend that you stop in for a delicious 
breakfast all day long!  For more information, visit www.dennys.com.

Season Sponsors

QS/1 offers industry-leading healthcare software solutions to effectively manage 
independent, chain, hospital outpatient, and long-term care pharmacies and HME 
businesses. For more information, visit www.qs1.com/.

The Spartanburg County Public Library is the perfect place to read more about 
Grace and to find more great reading adventures! For more information, visit 
www.infodepot.org/.

Community Partners

Hub City Bookshop
www.hubcity.org/bookshop/about/

Little Caesars Pizza
www.littlecaesars.com/ 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

"Time for a change. Wait and see.
 Where are the girls? Why not me?"

-Grace
8



"May I have your attention, please? Will the real Founding Fathers please stand up?
Please stand up? Please stand up?"
-Mrs. Barrington, Robbie, and Rose

CL A SSROOM CONNEC TION
GRACE FOR PRESIDENT VOCABULARY
• Congressmen – a member of Congress, especially a member of the US House 

of Representatives; in the play, the class learns about Congressmen during a 
lesson about the voting system.

• Declaration of Independence – the statement adopted by the Second 
Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, declaring the freedom of the thirteen 
American colonies from Great Britain; in the play, Rose explains the Declaration 
of Independence as an achievement of the Founding Fathers.

• Election – an organized process of electing members of a political body; 
in the play, Woodrow Wilson Elementary School is holding an election for 
President of the 3rd Grade.

• Electoral vote – a vote cast by a member of the Electoral College; in the play, the 
class learns about the Electoral College during a lesson about the voting system.

• Emancipation Proclamation – an executive order issued on January 1, 1863, 
freeing slaves in all portions of the United States not then under Union control; 
in the play, Rose explains the Emancipation Proclamation as an achievement 
of Abraham Lincoln.

• Founder – a person who establishes something; in the play, Robbie describes 
George Washington as the “Founder of the United States Constitution.”

• Louisiana Purchase – the purchase of the huge Louisiana Territory by the 
United States from France in 1803; in the play, Rose explains the Louisiana 
Purchase as an achievement of Thomas Jefferson.

• Majority rule – the principle that the greater number should exercise greater 
power; in the play, Sam offers majority rule as a key component of democracies.

• Nomination – the action of entering as a candidate for election; in the play, Grace receives the nomination 
from her class.

• Opponent – someone who competes against another in an election; in the play, Grace initially has no 
opponent, until Mr. Waller’s class nominates Thomas.

• Precedent – an earlier event that is regarded as an example to be considered in subsequent similar 
circumstances; in the play, Grace uses this word to describe how she and Thomas want to lead.

• President – the elected head of an organization; in the play, Grace runs for President of the 3rd Grade.
• Qualifications – a quality that makes someone suitable for a particular job; in the play, both Grace and 

Thomas list their qualifications in order to gain the support of their classmates. 
• Resign – to voluntarily leave a job or other position; in the play, Sam describes how Richard Nixon 

resigned after the Watergate scandal.
• Self-evident – not needing to be explained; in the play, this word is used as part of a quote from the US 

Declaration of Independence.
• Senators – a member of the US Senate; in the play, the class learns about Senators during a lesson about 

the voting system.
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LEARNING ACTIVITY #1 - IF I WERE PRESIDENT…

ELA Content Standards: RL-MC-8, W-MCC-1, C-3

Materials Needed: Handout (page 11), posterboard or construction paper, markers

Instructions: 
1. Divide students into small groups of 3-4 students, and give each group a handout. 
2. Explain the difference between characteristics (what a person is like) and actions (what a 

person does).
3. Encourage the group to think about the differences between Grace and Thomas’s perspectives 

about what makes a good leader, and to work together as a group to fill in the table on their 
handout.

4. Once students have finished, allow each group to share their answers with each other. Encourage 
them to add any additional words or phrases to their charts based on the ideas they hear from 
other groups. 

5. Then say, “When candidates campaign in an election, they promote their ideas about what they 
would do if they were in charge. This is called their platform. In the play Grace for President, 
Grace had lots of ideas about things she would want to change about her school. What were 
some of her ideas?”

6. Then ask, “What are some of the changes that you would like to make happen at our school?”
7. Allow students a few moments to brainstorm, either individually or in small groups, several 

ideas about changes they would like to make. Then have them select their best idea and write 
a persuasive paragraph about why they think their idea is important.

• A persuasive essay is one that tries to convince your audience to change their mind 
about something. 

• You may want to use a writing planner, such as the Oreo model (https://www.scholastic.
com/content/dam/teachers/blogs/genia-connell/migrated-files/oreo_writing_planner_
colored_blue_1.pdf). 

Optional Extension:
Have students try to summarize their idea with a catchy slogan. Using markers and paper/
posterboard, they will create a “campaign poster” about their idea. They will present the poster to 
the rest of the class and deliver a persuasive speech based on the essay that they wrote.10
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IF I WERE PRESIDENT...
Grace for President Enrichment Guide

Name:
Date:

Characteristics of Good Leaders Actions of Good Leaders

What did Grace think?

What did Thomas think?

What do YOU think?

Actions
what a person does

Characteristics
what a person is like

11



LEARNING ACTIVITY #2 - ELECTORAL COLLEGE DEMO
Math Content Standards: MDA (the specific standard is based 
on the type of graph selected for this exercise) 3.NSF.1

Materials: chocolate and vanilla Oreos*

Instructions: 
1. Ask students to explain what they know about how the 

Electoral College works. Write their answers on the board.
2. Then, share information from https://www.congressforkids.

net/Elections_electoralcollege.htm with students, or if 
technology is available, have them read the article for 
themselves and take the quiz at the end. Then, add to 
the board any additional information that students have 
learned about the Electoral College.

3. Divide students into unevenly sized groups, and assign each "state" a number of electoral votes. For 
example, in a class of 24, you might create the following groups:

• 3 students: 2 electoral votes
• 3 students: 2 electoral votes
• 7 students: 4 electoral votes
• 5 students: 3 electoral votes
• 5 students: 3 electoral votes
• 1 student: 1 electoral vote

4. Host a classwide taste test. Give each student one chocolate Oreo and one vanilla Oreo. Instruct students 
NOT to talk about their opinions, but to write down either “chocolate” or “vanilla” on a small sheet of 
paper to vote for their favorite flavor, then fold it up and put it in the middle of their table. 

5. Once everyone has voted, ask each group to tally up their state’s results. (Optional: Have them calculate 
the fraction and/or percentage of their state that voted for each choice). Then have one representative 
from each group add tally marks in the appropriate column to demonstrate their electoral votes. (For 
example, if a group of five had two votes for vanilla and one for chocolate, their representative would 
cast three votes for vanilla, since that was the winner in their “state”). 

6. Once all of the groups have cast their electoral college votes, determine the winner of the election. 
Then, repeat the process with the total popular vote. Compare the two sets of results. Was the winner 
the same by both methods? Why or why not? 

7. Create a graph of the election results, using either a bar graph or a pie chart. 

Optional Extension #1: Look at historical data from https://ropercenter.cornell.edu/polls/us-elections/
popular-vote/. In particular, look at the elections of 1824, 1876, 1888, 2000, and 2016; these are the elections 
in which the winner of the popular vote lost the electoral vote, and thus, the presidency.

Optional Extension #2: Write an opinion essay either in favor of or opposed to the electoral college 
system. 

*Note: if food allergies prevent you from using Oreos, you might want to substitute two different fruits (e.g. 
apples and grapes), two different flavors of Goldfish crackers, or gummy snacks, etc. 
Some non-food options would include voting for a favorite color (e.g. red vs. blue), a favorite pet (e.g. cats 
vs. dogs) or a favorite superheroes (e.g. Superman vs. Spiderman).

1212



ELECTIONS & ELECTED OFFICIALS
Grace for President Enrichment Guide

Name:
Date:

Meet a former elected official.
Nimrata “Nikki” Haley was born in Bamberg, South Carolina, to an Indian-American Sikh 
family. She said, “My father wore a turban, my mother wore a sari, and we were different. 
But my parents always said that the things that make you different make you special” (Time 
magazine, September 2017).  She has spent her life and career trying to stand up for what she 
believes in. 

As a child, Nikki hoped that one day she would become the mayor of Bamberg. She ended up 
becoming the first female governor of South Carolina, a position she held from 2011-2017. She 
currently serves as the United States ambassador to the United Nations.

Maybe someday you will run for office! 
Read below to find out more about these elected positions: 

U. S. President U. S. Senator U. S. Congressional 
Representative

What are the requirements? 

• 35 years old
• A citizen born in the U.S.
• A U. S. resident for at least 

14 years.

• 30 years old
• A citizen for at least 9 years
• A resident of the state s/he 

represents

• 25 years old
• A citizen for at least 7 years
• A resident of the state s/he 

represents

How long do they serve? 
• 4 years at a time
• Presidents can be elected 

for up to two terms.

• 6 years at a time
• There is no limit to the 

number of terms a senator 
can serve.

• 2 years at a time
• There is no limit to 

the number of terms a 
representative can serve.

Whom do they represent? All of the people in the U.S.A. All of the people in their state All of the people in their 
congressional district

Did you know? 
Election Day will be Tuesday, November 6, 2018! 
During this election, South Carolina voters will 
elect seven congressional representatives and 
a governor. Learn about what will be on the 
ballot: https://www.scvotes.org/

Conduct your very own poll! 
Ask the people around you whom they plan 
to vote for. Make a prediction based on what 
you learn. On Election Day, find out if your 
prediction was correct!

Who are your elected officials? 
Look them up at https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials and write 
your answers below:

President: 

Governor: 

Mayor:

U. S. Senators:

U. S. Representative: 

State senator: 

State representative: 

© Spartanburg Youth Theatre, 2018 13



©
 S

pa
rt

an
bu

rg
 Y

ou
th

 T
he

at
re

, 2
01

8

EL
EC

TO
R

A
L 

CO
LL

EG
E 

M
A

P
Gr

ac
e 

fo
r P

re
sid

en
t E

nr
ich

m
en

t G
ui

de

N
am

e:
Da

te
:

©
 S

pa
rt

an
bu

rg
 Y

ou
th

 T
he

at
re

, 2
01

8

A
K

 3

H
I 4

W
A 

12

O
R

 7

C
A 55

N
V 

6

A
Z 

11U
T 

6

ID
 4

M
T 

3

W
Y 

3

C
O

 9

N
M

 5

TX
 3

8O
K

 7

K
S 

6

N
E 

5

SD
 3

N
D

 3
M

N 10
W

I
10 IL 20

IA
 6 M
O

 1
0

A
R

 6

LA
 

8

M
S 6

A
L 9

G
A 16

FL
 

29SC 9N
C

 1
5

TN
 1

1

K
Y 

8

IN 11M
I

16

O
H 18

W
V

5
VA

 1
3

PA
 2

0N
Y 

29

M
E 4

N
H

 4
VT

 3

M
A 

11
R

I 4
C

T 
7

N
J 

14
D

E 
3

M
D

 1
0

D
C

 3

14



ELECTORAL COLLEGE MATH
Grace for President Enrichment Guide

Name:
Date:

Instructions: Using the Electoral College Map (on page 14) as reference, add the electoral votes of each 
state listed to determine the total amount that a candidate would receive if he/she won the states.

1. South Carolina + North Carolina 

2. Texas + Louisiana + Arkansas

3. Utah + Colorado + New Mexico + Arizona

4. Georgia + Rhode Island + Alabama + Connecticut + Indiana

5. Maryland + Maine + Massachusetts + Michigan + Minnesota + Mississippi + Missouri + Montana

Instructions: Which state(s) has/have more electoral votes? Fill in the blank with >, <, or =.

6. South Dakota + New Hampshire          Delaware + Wisconsin 

7. West Virginia + Tennessee          Washington + Hawaii

8.  Idaho + Alaska + Iowa + Illinois + Ohio + North Dakota          California         

9. New York + Virginia          Pennsylvania + Nebraska + New Jersey

10. Vermont + Oregon + Oklahoma          Kentucky + Kansas + District of Columbia

Challenge 1: 
What is the fewest number of states 
that a candidate would need to win 
to become President? 

The total possible number of votes is 
538. To win, a candidate must get at 
least 270.

Challenge 2: 
On Election Day, Grace wins a majority of votes in Arkansas, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Missouri, West 
Virginia, North Carolina, Massachusetts, New York, Maine, Vermont, 
Rhode Island, New Jersey, and the District of Columbia.

Her opponent, Thomas, wins Florida, Texas, Indiana, Pennsylvania, 
and California. 

Which nine remaining states would give the Grace the victory?

© Spartanburg Youth Theatre, 2018 15



Instructions: Decode the names of the U.S. Presidents to match them to their descriptions/quotations from 
the play.

Code A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
Letter X F P K C Y S M Q Z W G J U L D B H V E N I T R A O

1. XVERYXP UVAZU  

2. YQXYRYH OVUEZOU

3. XZUYOP XTYLYU

4. YUPXTK MYEDGZU  

5. WTPPF XZZGTSTOW 

6. LTZXLT KYGRVULWZU 

7. KZZPXZK KVOGZU

Instructions: Match these presidential quotes to their speaker.

8. “We hold these truths to be self-evident: that ALL men are created equal.” 

9. “As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master.” 

10. “Walk softly and carry a big stick.” 

11. “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country"

12. “We did not come to fear the future. We came here to shape it.” 

NAME THAT PRESIDENT
Grace for President Enrichment Guide

Name:
Date:

A. First President of the USA. Favorite food: Ice 
cream!

B. Set a precedent, ending slavery. Tallest 
president, met with tragedy.

C. Movie charmer. Berlin wall, made it fall.

D. Watergate president. He resigned one day. 
Most disgraced president of the USA

E. He was hardy. Stood up for the common man. 
Began the Democratic Party.

F. Bull moose president. Teddy bears to stay. 

G. He wanted peace, and he was patient. After 
World War One, made the League of Nations. 

© Spartanburg Youth Theatre, 2018

"Forty-five men in a row. This is a 
serious blow. Where are the girls?"

"I don't know."

A. WashingtonKennedy A. WashingtonObama
A. WashingtonJeffersonA. WashingtonT. RooseveltA. WashingtonLincoln
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ELECTORAL COLLEGE MATH
Grace for President Enrichment Guide

Instructions: Using the Electoral College Map (on page 15) as reference, add the electoral votes of each 
state listed to determine the total amount that a candidate would receive if he/she won the states.

1. South Carolina + North Carolina 9 + 15 = 24

2. Texas + Louisiana + Arkansas 38 + 8 + 6 = 52

3. Utah + Colorado + New Mexico + Arizona 6 + 9 + 5 + 11 = 31

4. Georgia + Rhode Island + Alabama + Connecticut + Indiana 16 + 4 + 9 + 7 + 11 = 47

5. Maryland + Maine + Massachusetts + Michigan + Minnesota + Mississippi + Missouri + Montana

Instructions: Which state(s) has/have more electoral votes? Fill in the blank with >, <, or =.

6. South Dakota + New Hampshire          Delaware + Wisconsin 3 + 4 < 3 + 10

7. West Virginia + Tennessee          Washington + Hawaii 5 + 11 = 12 + 4

8.  Idaho + Alaska + Iowa + Illinois + Ohio + North Dakota          California 4+3+6+20+18+3 < 55         

9. New York + Virginia          Pennsylvania + Nebraska + New Jersey 29 + 13 > 20 + 5 + 14

10. Vermont + Oregon + Oklahoma          Kentucky + Kansas + District of Columbia

Challenge 1: 
What is the fewest number of states 
that a candidate would need to win 
to become President? 

The total possible number of votes is 
538. To win, a candidate must get at 
least 270.
11. It is possible to get exactly 270 votes: 
California (55), Texas (38), New York (29), 
Florida (29), Illinois (20), Pennsylvania (20), 
Ohio (18), Michigan (16), Georgia (16), North 
Carolina (15), and New Jersey (14).
 

Challenge 2: 
On Election Day, Grace wins a majority of votes in Arkansas, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Missouri, West 
Virginia, North Carolina, Massachusetts, New York, Maine, Vermont, 
Rhode Island, New Jersey, and the District of Columbia.

Her opponent, Thomas, wins Florida, Texas, Indiana, Pennsylvania, 
and California. 

Which nine remaining states would give the Grace the victory?
Answers will vary. Any combination of 9 states that provides a total of at 
least 116 electoral votes.

KEY

10  + 4 + 11 + 16 + 10 + 6 + 10 + 3 = 70

3 + 7 + 7 = 8 + 6 + 3
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Instructions: Decode the names of the U.S. Presidents to match them to their descriptions/quotations from 
the play.

Code A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
Letter X F P K C Y S M Q Z W G J U L D B H V E N I T R A O

1. XVERYXP UVAZU  Richard Nixon / D.

2. YQXYRYH OVUEZOU Abraham Lincoln / B.

3. XZUYOP XTYLYU Ronald Reagan / C.

4. YUPXTK MYEDGZU Andrew Jackson / E.

5. WTPPF XZZGTSTOW Teddy Roosevelt / F.

6. LTZXLT KYGRVULWZU George Washington / A.

7. KZZPXZK KVOGZU Woodrow Wilson / G.

Instructions: Match these presidential quotes to their speaker.

8. “We hold these truths to be self-evident: that ALL men are created equal.” Thomas Jefferson

9. “As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master.” Abraham Lincoln

10. “Walk softly and carry a big stick.” Teddy Roosevelt

11. “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.” John F. Kennedy

12. “We did not come to fear the future. We came here to shape it.” Barack Obama

NAME THAT PRESIDENT
Grace for President Enrichment Guide

A. First President of the USA. Favorite food: Ice 
cream!

B. Set a precedent, ending slavery. Tallest 
president, met with tragedy.

C. Movie charmer. Berlin wall, made it fall.

D. Watergate president. He resigned one day. 
Most disgraced president of the USA

E. He was hardy. Stood up for the common man. 
Began the Democratic Party.

F. Bull moose president. Teddy bears to stay. 

G. He wanted peace, and he was patient. After 
World War One, made the League of Nations. 

KEY

"Forty-five men in a row. This is a 
serious blow. Where are the girls?"

"I don't know."

A. WashingtonKennedy A. WashingtonObama
A. WashingtonJeffersonA. WashingtonT. RooseveltA. WashingtonLincoln

© Spartanburg Youth Theatre, 201818



19



20



21


