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Dear Teachers,
We are so excited to present Charlie Brown Christmas 
for the schools in Spartanburg and surrounding counties. 
Enclosed in this Enrichment Guide, you will find curriculum 
materials and activities that you can use in your classrooms before and after attending the performance. 
Please feel free to adapt any of these activities to fit the needs of your students.

Thank you so much for supporting the arts in your classrooms. Please do not hesitate to call or email with 
any questions or concerns. 

Adam Sanders
Director of the Spartanburg Youth Theatre
(864) 583-4891
asanders@spartanarts.org

AT THE THE ATER

CONTACT
Spartanburg Little Theatre: (864) 585-8272
Spartanburg Youth Theatre: (864) 583-4891
The Chapman Cultural Center: (864) 542-ARTS
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WELCOME TO THE 
CHAPMAN CULTURAL CENTER

The Chapman Cultural Center 
brings together Spartanburg’s 
visual and performing arts in 
a beautiful 85,000 square-foot 
campus. At the heart of the 
complex is the 500-seat theater. 

Patrons enter the theater through 
an exterior courtyard plaza, 
enclosed by the facility’s three 
buildings, through a columned 
portico, and into the Center’s main 
lobby. Large windows overlooking 

the plaza, patterned terrazzo 
floors, and a pair of open stairways 
create an elegant setting for large 
gatherings, as well as community 
or private events.

Following the tradition of great 
performance spaces, such as 
Carnegie Hall, the theater itself is a 
classic horseshoe-shaped design. 
The shape creates an intimate 
theatre experience for patrons 
sitting on both levels. Each seat 

has an excellent view of the stage, 
and the design of the room allows 
patrons to see each other from the 
side parterres and balcony. The 
architectural design of the theater 
is defined by the horseshoe 
geometry with curving parterre, 
balcony fronts, and a stepped 
circular ceiling with a detailed 
stenciled pattern crowned with a 
stained glass skylight.

THIS BOOKLET
was written

by Alyssa Cameron. 

Contact Alyssa by email at
alyssabcameron@gmail.com 
to discuss your curriculum 

development needs.
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MEET THE AUTHOR 

Adapted from 
https://nhpbs.org/kn/vs/childrensliteratureharryallard.asp

The poetry of Charles Schulz’s life began two days after he was born in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, on November 26, 1922, when an uncle nicknamed him “Sparky” after the horse 
Spark Plug from the Barney Google comic strip. Throughout his youth, father and son shared 
a Sunday morning ritual reading the funnies; Sparky was fascinated with strips like Skippy, 
Mickey Mouse, and Popeye.  In his deepest desires, he always knew he wanted to be a 
cartoonist, and seeing the 1937 publication of his drawing of Spike, the family dog, in the 
nationally-syndicated Ripley’s Believe it or Not newspaper feature was a proud moment in the 
young teen’s life.  He took his artistic studies to a new level when, as a senior in high school 
and with the encouragement of his mother, he completed a correspondence cartoon course 
with the Federal School of Applied Cartooning (now Art Instruction Schools).

Two monumental events happened within days of each other in 1943 that profoundly affected 
the rest of Schulz’s life; his mother, to whom he was very close, passed away at age 50 from 
cervical cancer; and he boarded a troop train to begin his army career in Camp Campbell, 
Kentucky.  Though Schulz remained proud of his achievements and leadership roles in the 
army for the rest of his life, this period of time haunted him with the dual experiences of the 
loss of his mother and realities of war.

After returning from the war in the fall of 1945, Schulz settled with his father in an apartment 
over Carl’s barbershop in St. Paul, determined to realize his passion of becoming a professional 
cartoonist.  He found employment at his alma mater, Art Instruction, sold intermittent one-
panel cartoons to The Saturday Evening Post, and enjoyed a three-year run of his weekly 
panel comic, Li’l Folks, in the local St. Paul Pioneer Press. The first Peanuts strip appeared on 
October 2, 1950, in seven newspapers nationwide.  

Schulz’s understated genius lay in his ability to keep his well-known and comfortable characters 
fresh enough to attract new readers while keeping his current audience coming back for more.  
His humor was at times observational, wry, sarcastic, nostalgic, bittersweet, silly, and melancholy, 
with occasional flights of fancy and suspension of reality thrown in from time to time.  When 

Schulz announced his retirement in 
December 1999, the Peanuts comic 
strip was syndicated in over 2,600 
newspapers worldwide, with book 
collections translated in over 25 
languages.  He has been awarded 
with the highest honors from his 
fellow cartoonists, received Emmy 
Awards for his animated specials, 
been recognized and lauded by the 
U.S. and foreign governments, had 
NASA spacecraft named after his 
characters, and inspired a concert 
performance at Carnegie Hall.  
And still today, the Peanuts Gang 
continues to entertain and inspire 
the young and the young at heart.
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VOCABULARY

• Christmas - a word the children sing when the time of year has come to celebrate the 
holiday

• Sarcasm - a word Charlie Brown uses when talking to Violet

• Depressed - a word Charlie Brown says when he feels sad during Christmas time

• Pantophobia - one of the fears Lucy says that Charlie Brown might have.

• Plunking - this term is used by Lucy when describing the sound of nickels.

• Director - a term Lucy says that Charlie Brown should be in charge of the Christmas play

• Shepherd - one of the roles Lucy says that is part of the Christmas play

• Auditorium - a word Lucy uses when telling Charlie Brown where the Christmas play will be

• Commercial - a word that is used by Charlie Brown when he complains that Christmas has 
become about money. It is important to note that the word is used as an adjective

• Performance - a word Charlie Brown uses when talking about the play.

• Rehearsal - a word Lucy uses when they are about to start practicing for the Christmas play

• Tempo - another word Charlie Brown uses when talking about the play

• Memorize - a word Lucy uses when she wants Linus to remember lines he has to say in the 
Christmas play

• Ancient - a word Charlie Brown uses when talking about how old the town was when the 
play took place

• Aluminum - the type of material Lucy wants when she tells Charlie Brown to get a Christmas 
tree

• Beethoven - this person is mentioned by Schroeder when Lucy asks him what kind of music 
he is playing

• Mistletoe - this is a word used by Lucy to describe Jingle Bells to Schroeder

• Manger - this is a word used by Charlie Brown to describe how bad everything he does is.

• Blockhead - this is a word used by Lucy to insult Charlie Brown

• Bethlehem - this is a term sung by the children saying where Christ was born
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S T A N D A R D S
 1.RL.LCS.9
 2.RL.LCS.9

P U R P O S E 
The purpose of this activity is to help students tie emotion into their writing by linking the abstract (emotion) 
to the concrete (colors). 

M AT E R I A L S
• Emotion/color cards (see next page)
• Writing journals 
• Literary text/independent reading book
• I Love You the Purplest by Barbara M. Joosse
• Different color writing instruments

P R O C E D U R E
1. Teacher will ask students to share their favorite color to demonstrate the many different colors we 

have in the world. 

2. Teacher will share with students that in the book A Charlie Brown Christmas, Charlie’s friends refer 
to him as the “browniest” when he is grumpy. Today we will be practicing linking colors and our 
emotions. (Teacher note: Depending on the age of your students, you may need to explain what 
emotions are here.)

3. Teacher will pass out emotion and color cards to students and tell them to sort/match the colors. 
Model by saying “One card says “sad”- what color do we think of when we think of sad?  We may 
think of blue, so I will put my blue card with the sad card”. Allow students time to work; teacher will 
circulate throughout the room and help students as necessary. 

4. After students have had time to work on their own, they will share with the class. 

5. The next step can go in 3 different directions depending on the levels/needs of your students or 
what you have studied this year already:

• Option 1: Working on bringing emotion into our writing: Students will revisit a narrative they have 
already written. With different colors, they will underline the emotion being described in their 
sentences. Teacher can conference with individuals to work on expanding the emotions without 
blankly stating the emotions. (Show don’t tell- How do we know the character is feeling excited 
without saying “She was excited!).

• Option 2: Students will write a narrative using different color pencils/pens when they express 
different emotions. 

•  Option 3: Students can practice identifying emotions and how they identified this emotion in 
literary texts. Teacher can provide students with a literary text of their choosing or students may 
use their independent reading book. Students will identify an emotion and then explain how they 
knew the character was feeling this way. 

• Option 4:  Read I Love You the Purplest by Barbara M. Joosse and write your own “I love you the 
purplest” poem.

6. Whichever direction you choose, be sure to close your lesson with sharing time!

B E F O R E  S H O W  A C T I V I T Y 20
min

L I T E R A R Y  A C T I V I T Y

Color My Emotions
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S T A N D A R D S
 1.RL. MC. 6.1
 1. W. 3.1
 2. RL. MC. 7.1
 2. W. 3.1

P U R P O S E 
The purpose of this activity is to engage students in creating a story in comic book form. Students will also 
learn how to appropriately read comic strips. 

M AT E R I A L S
• Comic strips using website - https://www.peanuts.com/comics/ 
• Comic strip template (see next page)
• crayons/markers/colored pencils

P R O C E D U R E
1. Teacher will share with students that Charlie Brown originally started as a comic strip. A comic 

strip combines simple pictures and speech bubbles to tell a story. 

2. Teacher will show a Charlie Brown comic strip and explain how we read comic strips- boxes from 
left to right, speech bubbles inside of boxes from left to right, what speech bubbles mean, what 
to do if there is no speech bubble (how to “read” a picture), etc.

3. Charlie Brown comic strips can be found at this website: https://www.peanuts.com/comics/. 
Choose the strips that work best for your students. 

4. Teacher will pass out a Charlie Brown comic strip to each child and allow them to read 
independently first. Then the full class will read aloud. Practice with more than one.

5. (Note to teacher: This is a great place to tie in summarizing practice or any other reading strategy 
you may be working on in your class at this time).

6. Now, students will get to create their own comic strips. Teacher you may choose either of these 
options (or create your own!):

• Option 1: Students will create a comic strip using a story they have already written. This is 
helpful because the plot is already developed and they simply need to turn it into pictures and 
dialogue. 

• Option 2: Students can write a story first as a rough draft/brainstorming and then create their 
comic strip. 

7. Students can create their own comic strips using the template provided or online/app.

8. Students will share their comic strips and teacher display them in the classroom. 

25
minB E F O R E  S H O W  A C T I V I T Y

L I T E R A R Y  A C T I V I T Y

Comic Strips Creation
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B E F O R E  S H O W  A C T I V I T Y 20
min

S T A N D A R D S
 1.S.1A.3. 
 2.S.1A.3 
 2.E.2A.3 

P U R P O S E 
Can you build a “tree branch” that supports a variety of classroom objects?

M AT E R I A L S
• A variety of classroom classroom objects that weigh different amounts (paper clips, books, pencils, 

cups, etc)
• “Tree branch” materials- paper towel rolls, bulletin board paper, cardstock, bubble wrap, etc.
• Tape
• Ruler

P R O C E D U R E
1. Teacher will share with students that in A Charlie Brown Christmas, Charlie and his friends decorate 

the Christmas tree. The ornaments make the bridge droop! Today, we will create tree branches to 
hold a variety of weight (objects from the classroom).

2. Teacher will show students the variety of objects from the classroom as well as the variety of materials 
that can be used to create the tree branch.

3. Teacher will share with students their parameters: (Note: Teacher, create these to fit to your class’ 
needs and abilities: Length of tree branch, amount of materials that can be used, amount of tape 
that can be used, and amount of time students have to create). Tree branch must be taped to the 
desk and cannot hold the branch or support it with anything. 

4. Time students and allow them the begin working. Teacher can decide how much to guide students. 
Teacher may probe students to consider the width of the “branch”, how to twist the branch, the 
thickness of the material, etc. 

5. When time is up, the teacher will lead testing time. It is essential that the “weights” are on each tree 
branch for the same amount of time. 

6. After all branches have been tested, students and teacher will discuss what about different branches 
worked and what did not work. Students will also take time to reflect on how they could have 
improved their branches. 

C R O S S  C U R R I C U L A R  A C T I V I T Y
STEM

Supporting Tree Branch
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Charlie Brown Christmas Enrichment Guide

Name:
Date:

Snoopy Money Counting | Snoopy is counting the money he earned from his Christmas light display. Can you  
     help him count each sum of money?
 1.MDA.6 
 2.MDA.7

$ $

$$

$$
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Charlie Brown Christmas Enrichment Guide

Name:
Date:

Seek and Find Math | Look at the picture below. Write the correct equation using the information given and the  
    picture. Then solve your equation!
 1.ATO.1
 1.ATO.3 
 2.NSBT.7 
 2.ATO.2

Example: The number of circle ornaments + the number of hats?
4 + 3 = 7

1. The number of people in hats + the number of dogs?

+ =

2. The number of circle ornaments + the number of people?

+ =

3. The number of people with their mouths open - the number 
of people with hats?

- =

4. The number of people with spots on their shirts - the 
number of dogs?

+ =

5. The number of trees + the number of dogs + the number of 
people

+            + =

12



Snoopy Money Counting | Snoopy is counting the money he earned from his Christmas light display. Can you  
     help him count each sum of money?
 1.MDA.6 
 2.MDA.7

© Spartanburg Youth Theatre, 2019

STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Charlie Brown Christmas Enrichment Guide

Name:
Date: KEY

$0.67 $0.56

$0.42$0.47

$0.47$0.91
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Seek and Find Math | Look at the picture below. Write the correct equation using the information given and the  
    picture. Then solve your equation!
 1.ATO.1
 1.ATO.3 
 2.NSBT.7 
 2.ATO.2

© Spartanburg Youth Theatre, 2019

STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Charlie Brown Christmas Enrichment Guide

Name:
Date: KEY

Example: The number of circle ornaments + the number of hats?
4 + 3 = 7

1. The number of people in hats + the number of dogs?

3 + 1 = 4

2. The number of circle ornaments + the number of people?

4 + 8 = 12

3. The number of people with their mouths open - the number 
of people with hats?

7 - 3 = 4

4. The number of people with spots on their shirts - the 
number of dogs?

1 + 1 = 2

5. The number of trees + the number of dogs + the number of 
people

1    +    1    +    8 = 10
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PERFORMANCE REFLECTION
Charlie Brown Christmas Enrichment Guide

Name:
Date:

What color is Snoopy's dog house?

Which character wears a bow in their hair?

Describe the decorations on the Christmas tree?

Pick one character and describe his/her costume in as much detail as you can:

Memory Game  |  Can you remember...

Your Thoughts  |  What did you think of the play?

1

2

3

My favorite character was   because         .

How are the costumes similar to the comic strip?   How are they different?

Would you like a dog like Snoopy?      Why or why not? 

Discussion / Writing
1 and 2. W. RC.6  1 and 2. C. MC.1

1. What do you do when you are feeling gloomy or sad like Charlie Brown was feeling?

2. Many of Charlie’s friends give him advice on how to be happy.  Can you describe a 
time where someone gave you advice?  Was it helpful or not?

15



S T A N D A R D S
1.RL.MC.7.1 2.RL. MC. 7.1

P U R P O S E 
The purpose of this activity is to acknowledge the things that make us all unique as well as celebrate the 
things we have in common.

M AT E R I A L S
• Strips of paper- 2 colors- one of each color for each child 

P R O C E D U R E
1. Teacher will share with students that in the story of A Charlie Brown Christmas, Charlie picks the 

smallest Christmas tree. While his friends think it is pitiful, Charlie thinks it is special. We are each 
special and unique, too! 

2. Teacher will pass our a strip of paper to each student (color 1). On the strip, students will write 
something that makes them unique. This could be a personality trait, a physical trait, a hobby, a 
family tradition, something about your family, etc. 

3. After students have time to write, each student will share with the class. 

4. Next, the teacher will share that while we are all special, we also have things in common that 
connect us all. Charlie Brown’s Christmas tree was little and looked different, but it was still a 
Christmas tree. 

5. On the second color strip, students will write something they have in common with another 
student in the class. Teacher may have students talk to each other before they write or provide 
prompting questions for them. 

6. Finally, the teacher will share that as a class, we are all connected! Students will connect their 
two paper strips together and to the people around them. Keep connecting until there is a giant 
paper chain. 

7. Display the paper chain in the classroom as a visual representation of the connected class.

A F T E R  S H O W  A C T I V I T Y 10
min

L I T E R A R Y  A C T I V I T Y
CLASSROOM CHECKUP

Final Thoughts
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DID YOU KNOW??
The first actors were from ancient Greece. 
They wore masks to show their emotions. 
Today we use comedy and tragedy masks 
as a symbol for theatre.

STAGE POLICIES
• The use of recording equipment and cameras is not permitted during the performance.

• Electronic devices are not permitted.

• Should a student become ill, suffer an injury, or have another problem, please escort him or her out 
of the theater.

• In the unlikely event of a general emergency, the house lights will come on, and a SYT or Chapman 
Center employee will come on stage and inform the audience of the problem. Remain in your seats 
and wait for further instructions.

• Please find your seats prior to going to the restroom.

If you have special needs for any student(s) and did not indicate your needs when you ordered tickets, 
please call SYT director, Adam Sanders, at (864) 583-4891.

THEATRE ETIQUETTE
• Stay with your group at all times and pay 

attention to your teachers and chaperones.

• Find your seat in the theater before going 
to the bathroom or getting a drink of water.• 

• Make yourself comfortable while keeping 
movement to a minimum.• 

• Please do not stand up, walk around, or put 
your feet on the seat in front of you.• 

• No chewing gum, eating, or drinking in the 
theater. No backpacks, cameras, or electronic devices 
are permitted in the theater.• 

• Feel free to talk quietly in your seats before the show.

• Show your appreciation by clapping for the actors at 
the end of the play.• 

• After the lights come back up, wait for the ushers to 
escort your group out of the theater.

Watching a live performance on a stage is different from viewing a 
film at a movie theater. Remember, the actors on stage can see and 
hear you at the same time you can see and hear them.

https://flic.kr/p/6eUVGf
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THEATRE VOCABULARY

• Apron – The area of the stage that extends toward the audience, in front of the main curtain

• Backstage – The space behind the acting area, unseen by the audience

• Balcony – An upper floor of seats that project out over the main seating area of a theater

• Character – The role played by an actor as he or she assumes another’s identity

• Conflict – The problem or incident that creates the action and is resolved by the end of the play

• Costume – The carefully selected or specially designed clothing worn by the actors

• Cross – The actor’s movement from one stage location to another

• Cue – The last words or action of an actor immediately preceding the lines or business of another actor

• Dialogue – The stage conversation between characters

• Director – The person who oversees the entire process of staging a theatrical production

• Downstage – The part of the stage closest to the audience. At one time stages were raked, or sloped, 
with the lower (“down”) part closest to the audience, and the higher (“up”) part further away

• Ensemble – A cast of actors working together effectively to present a theatrical performance

• Plot – The storyline: beginning (the setting, characters, and problem), middle (how the characters work 
to solve the problem), and the ending (resolution of the problem)

• Project – To speak loudly so the entire audience can hear you

• Props – All the stage furnishings, including furniture, that are physically used by the actors

• Script – The text of the play, including dialogue and stage directions, all written by the playwright

• Set – All of the scenery that makes up the physical environment of the world of the play

• Stage Left – The part of the stage to the actor’s left when the actor faces the audience

• Stage Manager – The person who supervises the physical production of a play and who is in charge of 
the stage during the performance

• Stage Right – The part of the stage to the actor’s right when the actor faces the audience

• Strike – Dismantling the set, costumes, and props at the end of the run of a show

• Theme – The central thought, idea, or significance of the action of a play

• Upstage – The area of the stage farthest way from the audience and nearest to the back wall

18

Break a leg!
Although the origin of the saying is unknown, well-wishers typically say 
“break a leg” to actors to wish them luck before they go on stage to perform. 
In the theatre, wishing a person “good luck” is actually considered bad luck. 
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Before our actors take the stage in Miss Nelson is Missing we would like to thank our season sponsors and 
community partners. We couldn’t put on these performances without them. 

Platinum Sponsors

Pediatric Associates-Spartanburg, part of Greenville Health System, offers a full range of healthcare needs for 
your children. From well-checks to sick visits, our goal is to offer you and your family the most current medical 
information and care available. For more information (hours, locations, and a complete list of services), visit 
www.ghschildrens.org/pediatric-associates-spartanburg.php.

Denny's is America's diner. This is where guests have come for over sixty years 
now to sit back, relax and enjoy delicious, hearty meals 24/7, every day of the year. 
If you’re feeling hungry, we highly recommend that you stop in for a delicious 
breakfast all day long!  For more information, visit www.dennys.com.

The Spartanburg County Public Library is the perfect place to read more 
about Christmas traditions and to find more great reading adventures! For more 
information, visit www.infodepot.org/.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Community Partners

Hub City Bookshop
www.hubcity.org/bookshop

Little Caesar's
www.littlecaesars.com
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